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Take 5: Ideas for Independent/Home Learning  

Varjak Paw by S.F. Said, illustrated by Dave McKean (Corgi) 

1. Explore it 

Read this story opening. You might want to hear it read aloud as well as reading it for yourself.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talk about how this story opening makes you feel and what you like or dislike about it. Does it remind you of 

anything you know in stories or real life? How? Think about how it is written. What parts of this really stick 

in your mind? Which words and phrases do you like the best? What do you like about them? Do they look or 

sound interesting? Do they help you make a picture in your mind? What do other people think?  

 

2. Illustrate it 

After you have read it a few times, take a pen or pencil and a bit of scrap paper. You can use the back of an 

old envelope or cereal packet; whatever is to hand. Draw what you see in your imagination. It can be shapes 

or shading - anything that captures the place and the mood of this story opening. Maybe other people in 

your family want to draw what they imagine as well. Remember, everyone has their own ideas and imagines 

things their own way. This is a good thing! 

To get started, ask yourself: Where does this story begin?  What happens? How do you know? How does it 

make me feel? How can I show this in a drawing?  

 

Re-read the opening and write some words and phrases that have helped you make your picture. Share 

what you have drawn with someone else: Why have you chosen to draw it this way? Which words and 

phrases helped you make a picture?  

 

3. Talk about it 

Look at the front cover of the book.  



 

 

  

 

 

 

How do you think Varjak Paw is feeling? What might he be thinking?  How do you know? What might he be 

looking at? What might have happened just before this image? What might be about to happen?  What could 

‘This cat must learn to fight.’ mean? What does the cover make you think the story will be about?  

4. Imagine it 

 
Look at this picture from inside the first chapter. What further detail does the picture give you about 

Varjak’s life? Why do you think Varjak is shown staring at the cat flap? How do you think he feels in this 

moment? What do you imagine is outside the cat flap?  

Can you imagine what it might be like for a cat to be stuck inside all the time? How does it feel for you 

when you can’t get outside? What do you do to keep yourself busy and entertained when you are stuck 

inside? How do these things help you?  

 

5. Create it  

Can you imagine what would happen if Varjak took the risk and left the house? What do you think would 

happen?  

Draw and write your story ideas, trying out different ideas. Remember to use stories you already know and 

like for ideas. You could even publish your story in a handmade book by folding a piece of paper or on the 

computer, ready to share it with your teacher or your friends and family. 


